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Congratulations! You have completed this section!
Answer the following questions to test your understanding of the material.  When you are
finished, hand in your quiz to your teacher. Each answer is worth 2.6 points. 

Name: _________________________________ 

Date: _____________     Grade: ____________

English: Writing Skills

FROM THE VIGNETTES

Multiple Choice: Choose the correct answers.

1. Which of the following reflects “Sarah and the Titanic”? ____________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

(a) The main character is Henry Dawkins; the setting is aboard a British naval ship; the 

plot involves conflict between the British and Spanish armies; the resolution occurs 

when Dawkins saves his daughter, Sarah, from marauding Spanish troops.

(b) The main character is Sarah Dawkins; the setting is aboard a ship called Titanic; the 

plot is mainly about conflict with nature when the ship strikes an iceberg; the resolution

occurs when Sarah safely escapes the sinking ship but is not reunited with her father.

(c) The main character is Sarah Dawkins; the setting is aboard a ship called Titanic; the 

plot is mainly about conflict with man when the ship’s officer fails to report the 

iceberg, and Mr. Dawkins, Sarah’s father, confronts the irresponsible officer.

2. Which of the following reflects “The Gift of Time”? ______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

(a) A person had a dream in which money represented time.

(b) A person had a dream in which time represented money.

(c) A person had a dream in which he was granted unlimited time in his life.

3. Which of the following reflects “A Detestable Vice”? _____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

(a) George Washington wrote to his troops that war was a vice which he hated and that 

should be avoided at all costs.

(b) The troops wrote a letter to General and President George Washington, asking him to 

stop the detestable vice of shaving beards.

(c) George Washington wrote to his troops, expressing his disapproval of their swearing.

4. Which of the following reflects “Abraham Lincoln’s Letter”? _______________________

_______________________________________________________________________

(a) Abraham Lincoln wrote George Washington a letter in which Lincoln expressed his 

approval of the behavior of the soldiers during the Revolutionary War.

(b) Abraham Lincoln wrote a letter of gratitude to five young men who fought bravely 

in the Civil War, making their mother very proud.

(c) Abraham Lincoln wrote a letter to the mother of five sons who had all died bravely 

in the Civil War.

Remember:

Score an 85% or higher on all three

quizzes, and you may be exempt from 

the chapter test!
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WORD POWER!

Complete the paragraph: Choose the vocabulary words from the Word Bank.

5-15. The troops _________________ off the coast of China to enjoy _____________ and

shop for tribal ____________. ____________________, the commander

_________________ caution to the troops and said that those who partook in

________________ such as _________________ swearing and _______________

would be severely _____________________. The commander stated that he would not

_________________ their attempts at having a good time, but that _________________

such as honesty and gentlemanly behavior were to be displayed at all times. 

ENGLISH WRITING SKILLS

Matching: Choose the correct answers.

16. _____ historical fiction

17. _____ journal

18. _____ personal records (documents)

19. _____ social correspondences

20. _____ informal letter

Multiple Choice: Choose the correct answers.

21. Which of the following processes would you follow to write a piece of historical fiction?

_______________________________________________________________________

(a) You would record your feelings and opinions about an event that happened that day.

(b) You would keep bank receipts and paycheck stubs; record your banking transactions 

in a checkbook register, and keep a daily schedule of your activities.

(c) You would create a main character who could have lived in a certain time period, and

using true facts and some real characters, place the main character in a situation that 

could have truly happened

WORD BANK

disembarked          beguile          gravely          Tofu          reprimanded          garb
tendered                vices             impiety          profane    virtues
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(a) an entry in a diary; similar to freewriting; a

record of events, feelings, prayers, memories,

opinions, projects, ideas, experiences,

insights, conversations, etc.

(b) a story with real and fictional characters,

that could have taken place in a real time

period, and in a real place

(c) notes, letters, invitations, postcards, messages

(d) also called a friendly letter; composed of a

heading, greeting, body, closing and

signature; usually shared between people

with common interests

(e) written records of births, deaths, marriages,

property transactions, deed, banking 

transactions, insurance papers, social

security cards, schedules, etc.
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Multiple Choice continued
22. If you were having a birthday party and an aunt sent you a gift, which of the following

actions would be appropriate for you to take? __________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

(a) keep a personal record of the gift, in case you need to return it to the store

(b) send your aunt a schedule of your next party

(c) write your aunt a “thank-you” note

23. If you were taking a phone message, which items or combination of items would you

include? ________________________________________________________________

(a) date and time

(b) for whom and from whom

(c) the actual message

(d) telephone numbers and dates for later contact

(e) all of the above

(f) only a, b and c

24. If you were writing a note to your father to request permission to use his fishing pole for

the weekend, your note would: _____________________________________________.

(a) include standardized information, lines and colons (to appear formal)

(b) provide a listed schedule of events for the weekend

(c) be relaxed and conversational

25. If you were writing a letter to a friend and telling him about your choir that performed at a

political event, you would write a(n):

_______________________________________________.

(a) informal (friendly) letter

(b) “thank-you” note

(c) phone message

(d) schedule

Read the passage and answer questions 26-29.

Nov. 22, This morning came the carpenters to make me a door at the other side of my house, going

into the entry, which I was much pleased with. At noon my wife and I walked to the Old Exchange,

and there she bought her a white [cape] and put it on, and I a pair of gloves, and so we took a coach

for Whitehall to Mr. Fox’s, where we found Mrs. Fox within, and an alderman of London paying

£1000 or £1400 in gold upon the table for the King, which was the most gold that ever I saw together

in my life. Mr. Fox come in presently and did receive us with a great deal of respect; and then did

take my wife and I to the Queen’s presence-chamber, where he got my wife placed behind the

Queen’s chair, and I got into the crowd, and by and by the Queen and the two Princesses came to

dinner. The Queen was a very little plain old woman, and nothing more in her presence in any respect

nor garb than any ordinary woman. The Princess of Orange I had often seen before. The Princess

Henrietta is very pretty, but much below my expectation; and her dressing of herself with her hair

frizzed short up to her ears did make her seem so much the less to me. But my wife standing near her

. . . and well dressed, did seem to me much handsomer than she.

(Samuel Pepys)
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Multiple Choice continued
26. The selection is a sample of: ____________________________________________.

(a) historical fiction

(b) journal writing

(c) personal records (documents)

(d) social correspondences

(e) informal letters

27. What occurred at the author’s house? __________________________________________

(a) Royal guests visited.

(b) A new door was installed.

(c) Thieves stole his wife’s jewelry.

28. In the selection, the man and his wife went to visit: _______________________________. 

(a) the queen and princesses

(b) the governor and his wife

(c) some friends

29. The author thought his wife: _________________________________________________. 

(a) ill mannered

(b) ugly compared to one of the princesses

(c) handsomer than all the royal ladies

LIFE PRINCIPLES

Fill in the blank: Write the correct answers. 

30. “Greater __________ has no man that this: that a man lay down his __________ for his
friends.”

31. “Every man of sense and _______________________ detests and despises [profanity].”

32. “A __________ fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.”
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